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Thank you for reading the December newsletter!

Email communications@bcaafc.com if you have information 
to share in our next newsletter. 

The Friendship Centre Movement is built on community support, trust, strong leadership, tradition and faith. Mandated to improve the quality 
of life for Indigenous people across Canada—the Friendship Centre Movement serves all people working towards a brighter future. Each 
Friendship Centre is unique to its landscape and plays an important role in its community.
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Mark your calendars 

Mental Health & Wellness Engagement Sessions: Learn More
• Dec. 4, Mission Friendship Centre 
• Dec. 10, Friendship House Association of Prince Rupert

Other: 
• Dec. 6, Early Bird Registration Deadline, Early Years Conference 2020
• Dec. 12, 1:30-2:20 PM, Friendship Centre Reporting Question Period
• Dec. 23-Jan. 3, BCAAFC Office Holiday Closure 

Wishing you a safe and happy holiday season! 

What’s Ahead
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December Reporting Question Period: 
1:30 to 2:30 PM PST on Thursday, December 12. 

January Reporting Question Period: 
1:30 to 2:30 PM PST on Thursday, January 9. 

Have questions about your Friendship Centres’ reporting? 
We’re here to help!  

BCAAFC Elders Council & Provincial Aboriginal Youth Council – page four!  

Starting this December, Dalious, Program Assistant, 
and Melissa, Program Coordinator, will be holding a 
monthly question period dedicated to answering any 
reporting questions you may have.

From February onward, the reporting question 
period will be from 1:30-2:30 PM PST on the first 
Thursday of every month. 
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Input Wanted on Climate Preparedness and 
Adaptation Strategy 

We are noticing the impacts of climate change on our 
communities and territories, including record wildfires, 
drought, extreme weather, increased flooding and loss of 
salmon. 

The provincial government is developing a climate 
preparedness and adaptation strategy to prepare for the 
impacts of climate change and help communities stay resilient 
in the face of climate change.

The BC Government is inviting Friendship Centre community 
members to share their experiences of how climate change is 
affecting their families, communities and lands, and provide 
any ideas for building a resilient future. 

People can provide input by filling out a questionnaire (online 
or via paper copies available at all Friendship Centres), 
commenting in the online discussion forum, or sending in a 
written submission. 

Input for this first phase will be accepted until January 10, 
2020. Additional opportunities for feedback on a discussion 
paper will follow in 2020, with the release of the final climate 
preparedness and adaptation strategy later in the year.

For more information or to provide input, visit 
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/climatereadybc/ or email 
ClimateReadyBC@gov.bc.ca.
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In the News 

Tams, K. Global News. (Sep. 29, 2016). Provocative billboard campaign aims to address racism in Lethbridge 

Kirkup, K. The Globe and Mail. (Sep. 30, 2019). Names of 2,8000 children who died in residential schools documented in registry

Tennant, Z. CBC Unreserved. (Nov. 15, 2019). ‘Colonialism has always thrived in Canada’s press,’ says researcher 

House, T. APTN News. (Nov. 29, 2019). B.C. makes UNDRIP law in Canada 

Community Counselling Fund Advisory 
Committee

The Community Action Initiative (CAI) is seeking Indigenous 
counsellors, researchers, health care providers, and 
traditional wellness workers to participate in the Community 
Counselling Fund Advisory Committee over the coming three 
years. 

The key focus areas of the Advisory Committee will be:
• Program evaluation
• Developing and executing a plan for quality enhancement 

and capacity bridging for the community counselling 
sector and current pool of grantees

• Advocacy and sustainability for the community-based 
counselling sector 

CAI’s intention is that there will be six standing meetings a 
year. Additional meetings and planning sessions may be 
scheduled as required. Ongoing and ad hoc working groups 
may also develop at various points in the lifespan of the 
project.

If you are interested in participating in this committee, or 
would like more information, please contact Kassandra 
Woods, Health Policy Director, at kwoods@bcaafc.com
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Are You Pregnant? 
Do You Have a Newborn?
The Doulas for Aboriginal 
Families Grant Program 
(DAFGP) is undergoing some 
changes in order to further 
increase healthy birth 
outcomes for Indigenous 
families. 

Cultural Safety Training Series 
Upcoming sessions across the province! 

From January to May 2020, the Federation of Community 
Social Services of BC will be hosting cultural safety training 
sessions and regional meetings in twelve communities across 
the province.  

Cultural safety training sessions take place from 9:00 AM to 
12:00 noon. 

Visit https://fcssbc.ca/training/ to view the full schedule and 
register for an upcoming training session.

Training sessions are open to all! We encourage you to share 
the training schedule with community partners who may 
benefit from attending. 

Stats Canada Training 

Statistics Canada offers workshops to help with collecting, 
interpreting, and representing survey data. These skills can 
help you produce strong reports and communicate your ideas 
and accomplishments effectively. 

There are two free spots available in each workshop for 
Indigenous communities and organizations! 

View dates and locations for the following workshops: 
• Developing Satisfaction Surveys (2 days) 
• How to Use Census Data (1 day) 
• Introduction to Basic Statistics (1 day) 
• Statistics Canada’s Supply-Use Framework (2 days) 
• Survey Sampling & Questionnaire Design (2 days) 
• Turning Statistics into Stories (1 day) 
• Understanding Demographic Data (1 day) 
• Understanding and Interpreting Data (2 day) 

Friendship Centre staff who are interested in registering for 
an upcoming course can secure a spot by contacting:
Byron Flekke, Aboriginal Liaison Advisor, 
byron.flekke@canada.ca | (236) 668-6424

Doulas for Aboriginal Families Grant Program

We still continue to provide Indigenous families living in BC up 
to $1,000.00 of coverage for doula services with each 
pregnancy. 

*NEW* to the program: we are now offering travel grants in 
order to increase access to doulas services in remote and 
isolated areas of BC.

Do You Know a Doula?
The DAFGP is always accepting doulas to our program in 
order to make these funds available to more Indigenous 
families in all areas of BC. By completing a Doula Pre-Approval
application, doulas can help Indigenous families access the 
DAFGP grant. There is no cost to register with the DAFGP. 

Apply now by visiting our website: https://bcaafc.com/dafgp/

The BC Indigenous Youth 3C Challenge 

Words from the 3C Project Manager.. 
Community, culture and cash are three words that are 
helping Indigenous youth across British Columbia create the 
future they want, and I am honoured to be a part of it.

Read the full article published by Liam Grigg in the winter 
2019 issue of Business Class magazine. 

mailto:adminassist@bcaafc.com
http://bcaafc.com/
http://twitter.com/bcaafc
http://www.facebook.com/BCAAFC/
http://bcaafc.com/
http://bcaafc.com/
http://www.instagram.com/bcfriendshipcentres/
https://fcssbc.ca/training/
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/wtc/workshops/pacific
mailto:byron.flekke@canada.ca
https://bcaafc.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/DAFGP_DoulaPreApprovalForm.pdf
https://bcaafc.com/dafgp/
https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/gustavson/2019/11/19/community-culture-cash-three-little-words-with-big-impact/?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=hootsuite


I·SPARC 
Indigenous Sport, Physical Activity & Recreation Council 

Team BC Selection Process - Swimming
The Team BC selection process for athletes to represent the 
province in swimming at the Halifax 2020 North American 
Indigenous Games (NAIG) is now open.

To find out more about the athlete selection process and to 
apply click here. 

Deadline to apply is Jan. 31, 2020.

BC Winter Games Zone Trials - Badminton
Badminton Zone Trials are taking place in the Northeast and 
Northwest regions of B.C. in early December for athletes who 
want to tryout for the Fort St. John 2020 BC Winter Games.

To find out more about athlete eligibility click here. 

Register for Zone 1 Trials: Dec. 1, 2019, Cranbrook, BC

Register for Zone 7 Trials: Dec. 7, 2019, Terrace, BC
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Elders & Youth Councils Strategic Planning

The Provincial Aboriginal Youth Council (PAYC) and BCAAFC 
Elders Council gathered together from Nov. 30 to Dec. 1 at 
Tigh Na Mara Resort in Parksville, BC. 

The gathering was facilitated to mentor new council 
members and strategically plan for the next three years. 
These activities contribute to a long-lasting legacy for all 
youth and Elders in the BC Friendship Centre Movement. 

Amy Woodruffe facilitated 
the strategic planning 
session. Youth and elders 
discussed the history of the 
youth and Elders movement 
in BC and explored 
opportunities to help define 
their vision, goals, and 
actions moving forward. 

Past PAYC members did an alumni panel to talk about their 
experience on PAYC. The youth and Elders also reviewed and 
updated the Terms of Reference and welcoming process for 
new members. 

The gathering helped PAYC and Elders develop a clear vision 
for the next three years and an action plan for achieving 
relative goals. Each council member left with a deep 
understanding of their role, purpose and responsibilities in 
the Friendship Centre movement. 

PAYC also met with the Gathering Our Voices (GOV) team to 
do workshop selection for GOV 2020.
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Job postings | Visit our website for updates

Training Academy

The third session of the BCAAFC Training Academy took place 
November 20-23.

Courses and workshops included: 
• Managing People and Thriving on Change 
• Budgeting for Proposals 
• Communicating for Success 

Friendship Centre leaders will participate in two more training 
sessions and complete the Training Academy program in 
February 2020. 
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Welcome to the Team 

Leslie Loubert, BCAAFC Board Liaison
Leslie is a Musqueam woman who belongs to the Campbell 
Family. Her grandparents were Danny Campbell and Marie 
Campbell (Nee Jones, from Snuneymuxw ). Her great-
grandparents were Sylvester Campbell and Amy Campbell (Nee 
Paull, from Squamish). Leslie also has ties to Quw’utsun. On her 
father’s side, she recently found out, thanks to Ancestry.ca, that 
she is a mixture of English, Irish, Scottish, German and Swedish. 

Leslie grew up on the Musqueam reserve and began working 
with her band as part of a summer student program. She 
started out as a receptionist at age 15 and worked in the 
various departments of her band including Education, Fisheries, 
Employment & Training and Housing. After years of working for 
various departments in her band, Leslie fell into her position as 
Secretary to Chief and Council and Executive Assistant to Chief 
Wayne Sparrow. During this time Leslie applied to be an 
Indigenous Youth Intern through the BC Public Service. She was 
successful and made the move from her home in Musqueam to 
her current home in Victoria. She was placed with Emergency 
Management BC for her internship, followed by a summer in 
Haida Gwaii. When Leslie’s internship was complete, she made 
the hard decision to not return to her community but stay in 
Victoria and continue working for the provincial government. 
Before Leslie joined us at BCAAFC she was working in the Office 
of the Premier. While Leslie loved her job in government, she 
was feeling the pull to return to working with her Indigenous 
people and found the perfect opportunity to do so as the Board 
Liaison. It won’t be her first time being involved with BCAAFC as 
she has two Gathering Our Voices events under her belt as a 
previous volunteer and a one-time facilitator. 

Leslie is very much looking forward to working with and 
meeting you all in her new position and welcomes visitors and 
phone calls to start building those relationships.

Friendship Centre Movement 
• Ki-Low-Na Friendship Society (Kelowna)

• Finance & Bookkeeping

• Healthy Beginnings Worker

• Aboriginal Supported Child 
Development Consultant

• Property Manager/Housing 
Manager

• Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship 
Centre Association (Surrey)

• Program Manager, Family 
Support Programs

• Dze L K’ant Friendship Centre (Smithers)
• Finance Manager
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